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PAGE 01 BONN 03343 231540Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 
TRSE-00 ACDA-12 10-13 HA-05 /091 W 

000504 232226Z/72 

R 231530Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6128 
INFO AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
USMISSION USNATO 
USELM LIVE OAK 

CONFIDENTIAL BONN 03343 

LIVE OAK - U.S. EYES ONLY 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, BQG, ETRN 

SUBJECT: GDR INDICATION THAT AUTOBAHN HINDRANCES 
ALSO TIED TO LUMP SUM PAYMENT 

REFS: (A) USBER 417 DTG 22080Z FEB 78 

(B) BONN 3093 DTG 171738Z FEB 78 

(C) BONN 3043 DTG 171500Z FEB 78 

1 . FRG BONN GROUP REP (VON BRAUNMUEHL) INFORMED US AT 
FEBRUARY 23 BONN GROUP MEETING THAT FOLLOWING A RECENT 
GAUS/NIER DISCUSSION OF THE LUMP SUM PAYMENT BY THE FRG 
TO THE GDR FOR USE OF THE TRANSIT ROUTES TO 

BERLIN, KARL SEIDEL (WHO IS IN CHARGE OF THE FRG 
SECTION IN THE GDR MFA) TOLD GAUS THAT THE RECENT 
LESSENING OF CONTROLS WAS TO PERSUADE THE FRG NOT TO 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BONN 03343 231540Z 

SEEK A REDUCTION IN THE LUMP SUM PAYMENT. SEIDEL SAID 
THAT IF THE FRG INSISTED ON REDUCING THE LUMP SUM 
PAYMENT, THERE WOULD BE PROBLEMS ON THE TRANSIT ROUTES. 

2. COMMENT: THIS IS THE FIRST INDICATION THAT WE HAVE 

HAD THAT THE GDR CONTROLS MAY BE RELATED TO THE LUMP SUM 
PAYMENT PROBLEM IN ADDITION TO THE GDR DESIRE TO 
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PERSUADE THE FRG TO DO MORE TO INHIBIT EXFILTRATION. 

THE FRG HAS HERETOFORE PAID ON THE BASIS OF THE ESTIMATE 
OF TRAFFIC BUT HAS PROPOSED A REVIEW OF THE PAYMENT 
BECAUSE OF INDICATIONS THAT THE ACTUAL VOLUME OF 
TRAFFIC HAS NOT BEEN AS HIGH AS THE ESTIMATE IN RECENT 
YEARS. VON BRAUNMUEHL TOLD THE BONN GROUP AT THE 
JANUARY 23 MEETING THAT THE FRG HAS NO INTEREST IN A 
CONFLICT ON THIS ISSUE BUT THE FRG POSITION ON THE 
MATTER IS LARGELY DETERMINED BY LAW AND REGULATION. 

MEEHAN 
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